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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been reviewed. Original claims 1-21 are pending. The objections 
and rejections cited are as stated below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kramer et al. 
(United States Patent Number 6,163,772). 



Claim 1: Kramer et al. discloses a system for transmitting credit transaction data comprising: 
a remote hub system coupled to a communications medium, the remote hub system receiving 
credit transaction data from one or more point of sale systems, encrypting the credit transaction 
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data, and transmitting the encrypted credit transaction data over the communications medium 
(Abstract, Fig. 12A, 12 B,18A, 21A, 23, and 27); and 

a gateway system coupled to the communications medium, the gateway system receiving the 
encrypted credit transaction data, decrypting the encrypted credit transaction data, and 
transmitting the credit transaction data to an authorization system (Abstract, Fig. 12 A, 12 
B,18A, 21A, 23, 27 and column 129, lines 25-35). 

Claim 2: Kramer et al. discloses one or more point of sale systems coupled to the remote hub 
system (Abstract, Fig. 15B and column 29, lines 25-35). 

Claim 3: Kramer et al. discloses the authorization system coupled to the gateway system, the 
authorization system receiving the credit transaction data from the gateway system and 
determining an authorization code based upon the credit transaction data (Abstract, Fig. 15B 
and column 29, lines 25-35). 

Claim 4: Kramer et al. discloses system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a first authorization system coupled to the gateway system (Abstract, Fig. 15 A, column 28, 
lines 41-67); 

a second authorization system coupled to the gateway system (Abstract, Fig. 15 A, column 28, 
lines 41-67); and 
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wherein the gateway system transmits the credit transaction data to the first or second 
authorization system based upon the credit transaction data (Abstract, Fig. 15A, column 28, 
lines 41-67). 

Claim 5: Kramer et al. discloses the system of claim 1 further comprising a second gateway 
system coupled to the communications medium, the second gateway system receiving the 
encrypted credit transaction data, decrypting the encrypted credit transaction data, and 
transmitting the credit transaction data to the authorization system (Abstract, Fig. 4, 5A-5F, 
6A, 6B,12 A, 12B,18C). 



Claim 6: Kramer et al. discloses the system of claim 5 further comprising the authorization 
system coupled to the gateway system and the second gateway system, the authorization 
system receiving the credit transaction data from the gateway system and the second gateway 
system, determining an authorization code based upon the credit transaction data, and 
transmitting an authorization code to one of the gateway system and the second gateway 
system (Abstract, Fig. 4-8, 35 and column 91, lines 28-61). 

Claim 7: Kramer et al. discloses the system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a first point of sale system coupled to the remote hub system, the first point of sale system 
transmitting credit transaction data to the remote hub system (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 15B 
and column 28, lines 11-38); 

a second point of sale system coupled to a second remote hub system, the second point of sale 
system transmitting second credit transaction data to the second remote hub system, the second 
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remote hub system transmitting the second credit transaction data to the gateway system 
(Abstract, Fig. 1 A-1C, 2, 3, 15B and column 28, lines 1 1-38); and 

wherein the gateway can receive the credit transaction data and the second credit transaction 
data and can transmit the credit transaction data and the second credit transaction data to one of 
the authorization system or a second authorization system (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 15B and 
column 28, lines 11-38). 



Claim 8: Kramer et al. discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the remote hub system further 
comprises: 

a protocol translator receiving the credit transaction data from the one or more point of sale 
systems according to a transmission protocol (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and 
column 28, lines 1 1-38); and 

an encryption system coupled to the protocol translator, the encryption system receiving the 
credit transaction data from the protocol translator and encrypting the credit transaction data 
(Abstract, Fig. 1 A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and column 28, lines 11-38). 

Claim 9: Kramer et al. discloses an apparatus for transmitting credit transaction data over a 
communications medium comprising: 

a protocol translator receiving the credit transaction data from one or more point of sale 
systems according to a transmission protocol (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and 
column 28, lines 1 1-38); and 
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an encryption system coupled to the protocol translator, the encryption system receiving the 
credit transaction data from the protocol translator and encrypting the credit transaction data 
(Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and column 28, lines 1 1-38). 



Claim 10: Kramer et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a device router 
coupled to the protocol translator, the device router transmitting authorization data received in 
response 

to the credit transaction data to the one or more point of sale systems in response to the credit 
transaction data and the authorization data (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B, 17 and 
column 28, lines 11-38) . 

Claim 1 1 : Kramer et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a management 
system interface coupled to the protocol translator, the management system storing a protocol 
module to the protocol system (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and column 28, lines 
11-38). 

Claim 12: Kramer et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a management 
system interface coupled to the encryption system, the management system storing an 
encryption module to the encryption system (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B, 18A- 
18D and column 28, lines 1 1-38). 
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Claim 13: Kramer et al. discloses a method for transmitting credit transaction data over a 
communications medium comprising: 

receiving credit transaction data from a point of sale device (Abstract, column 128, lines 50-58, 
column 129, lines 15-21); 

encrypting the credit transaction data (Abstract, Fig. 12A, 12 B, 15 A, 18 A, 21 A, 23, 27 and 
column 28, lines 41-67); 

transmitting the encrypted credit transaction data over the communications medium (Abstract, 
Fig. 12A, 12 B, 15A, 18A, 21A, 23, 27 and column 28, lines 41-67); 
decrypting the encrypted credit transaction data; determining which of two or more 
authorization systems is the appropriate authorization system to provide the credit transaction 
data to (Abstract, Fig. 12 A, 12 B, 15A, 18A, 21 A, 23, 27 and column 28, lines 41-67);and 
transmitting the credit transaction data to the appropriate authorization system (Abstract, Fig. 
12A, 12 B, 15A, 18A, 21A, 23, 27 and column 28, lines 41-67). 

Claim 14: Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 13 wherein receiving the credit 
transaction data from the point of sale device comprises receiving credit transaction data from 
one of two or more point of sale devices (Abstract, Fig. 1A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B, 17 and 
column 28, lines 11-38). 

Claim 15: Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 13 wherein encrypting the credit 
transaction data comprises encrypting the credit transaction data using an encryption module 
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received from a hub manager(Abstract, Fig. 1 A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and column 28, lines 
11-38). 

Claim 16: Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 13 wherein transmitting the encrypted 
credit transaction data over the communications medium comprises transmitting the encrypted 
data in an HTTP format (Abstract, Fig. 1 A-1C, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15B and column 28, lines 11- 
38). 



Claim 17: Kramer et al. discloses a method for controlling the transmission of credit transaction 
comprising: 

transmitting one or more control messages to a remote hub (Abstract, Fig. 3, 6A-6B, 9, 17, 18C 
and column 64, lines 7-31); 

processing the control message at the remote hub (Abstract, Fig. 3, 6A-6B, 9, 17, 18C and 
column 64, lines 7-31); and 

performing a control function at the remote hub in response to the control message (Abstract, 
Fig. 3, 6A-6B, 9, 17, 18C and column 64, lines 7-31). 

Claim 18: Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 17 wherein performing the control 
function at the remote hub in response to the control message comprises transmitting status 
data for the remote hub (Abstract, Fig. 3, 6A-6B, 9, 17, 18C and column 64, lines 7-31). 

Claim 19: Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 17 wherein performing the control 
function at the remote hub in response to the control message comprises transmitting status 
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data for one or more point of sale devices connected to the remote hub (Abstract, Fig. 3, 6A- 
6B 5 9, 17, 18C and column 64, lines 7-31). 

Claim 20: Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 17 wherein performing the control 
function at the remote hub in response to the control message comprises updating the remote 
hub with a protocol module(Abstract, Fig. 3, 6A-6B, 9, 17, 18C and column 64, lines 7-31). 

Claim 21 : Kramer et al. discloses the method of claim 17 wherein performing the control 
function at the remote hub in response to the control message comprises updating the remote 
hub with an encryption module (Abstract, Fig. 3, 6A-6B, 9, 17, 18C and column 64, lines 7- 
31). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. USPN 5,778,173, USPN 5,917,913, USPN 5,963,924, USPN 6,032,137 and 
JP02000293577A are cited of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sally Shih whose telephone number is 703-305-8550. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flexible Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 for regular 
communications and 703-305-7658 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 



sys 

January 21, 2003 




